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He knew that no man could be his own advocate before posterity.
That character was the secret of his strength, and I know from
talks I have had with men that that humble personal life of his
made itself felt all through the British Army incalculably, and
was no small factor in the morale of those great forces.
" And in his death how happy ! No failing of his powers,
mental or physical, but called away in the plenitude of his strength.
Never could there be a truer instance of those well-known lines
that must have occurred to many of us:
Nothing is here for tears, nothing to wail
Or knock the breast, no weakness, no contempt,
Dispraise or blame, nothing but well and fair,
And what may quiet us in a death so noble.''
Mr. J. Ramsay MacDonald said :
" I wish most sincerely and whole-heartedly to associate myself
with the very beautiful and moving words in memory of Earl
Haig which have been pronounced by the Prime Minister, To
some of us war is such a terrible calamity that the man whose
name is associated with it tends unfortunately, very unfortunately,
to become the symbol of battles, of bloodshed, and of slaughter,
and as a consequence we view the names of these great soldiers
in a false perspective, and our judgments regarding them are
apt to lack both penetration and balance.
"Very fortunately, however, the later years of the life of the
late Field-Marshal Lord Haig revealed the whole man to us all.
When the war ceased and peace had been proclaimed, loaded
with dignities and honours and wreathed in fame, he retired
unobtrusively from the public stage on which he had been a
central figure. He did not retire to a life of leisured ease, but
his activities since that time were ceaseless, one might say
illimitable. No ex-soldier, no widow of a dead soldier, no orphan
of a soldier had dropped a tear without that tear finding its way
to Lord Haig's heart. His activities were devoted to alleviating
the lot of his old comrades, the men whom he had led and whose